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and bottom. They are asking three hundred and seventy taels.
We went with Master Ch'iao to see the set and it certainly is
a very fine one. Master Ch'iao bargained with Scholar Shang
for a long time and at last the scholar agreed to reduce his
price by fifty taels. He would not have sold the boards at all,
he said, if he had not wanted the money to pay for his expenses
when he goes to the Capital next year to sit for the public
examination."
"Take three hundred and twenty taels at once and secure
the boards," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "There is no time to lose."
"He has taken two hundred and fifty taels as a deposit,"
Ching-chi said, "so that leaves us with seventy more to pay."
They went again to the inner court and the Moon Lady gave
them another seventy taels. Then they went to Master Shang's.
That evening a number of porters brought the boards, care-
fully wrapped in red drugget. They set them down in the
courtyard. Hsi-men Ch'ing examined them and found them
excellent. He sent for carpenters to saw them and the wood
gave out a delightful fragrance. The main piece was about
five inches thick, two feet five inches broad and seven feet
five inches long. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing was quite satisfied. He sent
for Ying Po-chueh to come and look at them and asked him
if he had ever seen such a fine set of coffin boards in his life
before. Po-chtieh expressed his admiration.
"A perfect example of the fitness of things 1" he exclaimed.
"Everything in the world has its proper owner somewhere.
You have bought these boards for my sister-in-law, and it is
clear evidence that she did well when she married you."
Hsi-mfin said to the workmen: "Make these boards up
carefully and you shall have five taels of silver." The workmen
set to work with a will and soon had put the coffin together.
Ying Po-chiieh said to Lai Pao: "To-morrow morning go
and see Priest P'an. If he will come, bring him with you. We
must avoid all further delay." Then he stood with Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing and watched the carpenters working in Ihe courtyard.
It was the first night-watch before he went away.
"Come early to-morrow," Hsi-mSn said to him. "The priest
may be here early." Po-chueh promised and went away.
In the evening, old woman FSng and Nun Wang went to
the Lady of the Vase's room. They had seen Hsi-m6n Ch'ing

